
Spring Garden Waldorf School: 
Scholarships and Financial Aid 
We believe that all students should have 
access to the enriching, holistic curriculum 
offered in Waldorf Education, regardless of their 
family’s ability to afford full tuition. 



Everyone Qualifies for EdChoice 

As of July 1, 2023 all families in Ohio 
became eligible for EdChoice regardless of 
location or income.



Financial Aid 
Available: 
Spring Garden 
Waldorf School

● EdChoice Traditional 
Scholarship

● EdChoice Expansion 
Scholarship

● FACTS Tuition Assistance 
from SGWS



Will You 
Qualify?

Financial Aid 
Eligibility

EdChoice Traditional Scholarship – 
Eligibility: Designated Public School 

EdChoice Expansion Scholarship – 
Eligibility:  Income Level 

FACTS Tuition Assistance –  
Eligibility:  Income Level

https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/2025-2026-Income-Eligibility-Requirements-for-EdChoice-Expansion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


EdChoice Scholarships

Ohio Department of Education

Traditional EdChoice Fact Sheet

EdChoice Expansion Fact Sheet

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Scholarship/EdChoice-Resources/2025-2026-EdChoice-Fact-Sheet.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/FY26-Expansion-Fact-Sheet.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US#:~:text=If%20a%20family's%20household%20income,student's%20scholarship%20award%20is%20reduced.


EdChoice Scholarship Options

EdChoice Traditional Scholarship

Primary Eligibility: Designated Public 
School 

This scholarship is available to families, 
regardless of income level, whose children 
would attend a local public school ranked 
by ODE as having poor performance. 

Average Scholarship Amount - $6,166 + 
family typically responsible for Private 
School tuition balance. 

EdChoice Expansion Scholarship

Primary Eligibility: Income Level

This scholarship is available to all families. 
The scholarship award level depends on 
income qualifications.

Average Scholarship Amount - $6166 + $0 
to variable family responsibility for Private 
School tuition balance. 

https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list
https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/2025-2026-Income-Eligibility-Requirements-for-EdChoice-Expansion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


Income Eligibility - 25-26



Award Level Est by Income Percentage - 25/26

Click Here for 
Full Award 

Amounts by 
Income 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bGiZpo_rOqv3iZgxIYXMw2tTABEIaYe2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106962674293613093276&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bGiZpo_rOqv3iZgxIYXMw2tTABEIaYe2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106962674293613093276&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bGiZpo_rOqv3iZgxIYXMw2tTABEIaYe2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106962674293613093276&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bGiZpo_rOqv3iZgxIYXMw2tTABEIaYe2/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106962674293613093276&rtpof=true&sd=true


EdChoice Important Dates  & Details

Scholarship Max Amount - $6,166*

Availability - Kindergarten through 8th / 12th Grade.

Applications Open - February 1st

Deadline 25-26 - Oct. 14th (then prorated)  

Deadline 25-26- June 1st for SGWS School Start**

*Balance of tuition is owed if income is above 200% Federal Poverty Guidelines. FACTS aid available.

**Applications accepted year round, but after June 1st tuition would be owed until application comes 
through and then is retroactively applied.



EdChoice 
Prerequisites & 
Rules

Before Applying:

You must be accepted by Spring Garden.

During Application Process:

Proof of Residence for EdChoice Traditional 
Scholarships

Proof of Income for EdChoice Expansion 
Scholarships

After Acceptance:

EdChoice scholarship money can only be applied 
to tuition dollars.

Families may be responsible for the remaining 
balance of tuition after EdChoice is applied.

Must Apply for Scholarship for 
Each Student

Must Renew Scholarship / Sign 
Acceptance Form Annually



EdChoice Scholarship Application Process

EdChoice Traditional Scholarship

● Contact Tyra Scott for Application Forms
● Return Forms to Tyra - Application, Proof of Residence and Student Birth 

Certificate
● Upload Income Data (if Expansion or 200%)
● SGWS & ODE notifies if accepted
● Guardians / Parents must sign scholarship acceptance form
● Guardians / Parents must sign either a limited POA or come in monthly to sign 

checks for each child. 



EdChoice Traditional Scholarship FAQs

Do I live in an Eligible School District? Check Here:  
https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list

How do I enroll a sibling in EdChoice?
You must fill out a new application for each new student.

What if my public school falls off the eligibility list in upcoming years?
Your scholarship and your family will be grandfathered in based on original application date.

What if I want to enroll siblings after our public school falls off the eligibility list? 
Once you are an EdChoice family, all siblings will be grandfathered into your EdChoice Traditional 
Scholarship.  

What if I move to a new area and my children would no longer attend an eligible public school?
You will be able to keep the EdChoice Traditional Scholarship if you stay within the same school 
district as your eligible public school.

https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list


EdChoice Expansion Scholarship FAQs

If my student attends an eligible school, should I apply for an EdChoice Traditional Scholarship or an 
EdChoice Expansion Scholarship?

● If you live in an eligible public school district and make over 450% above the Federal Poverty 
Level, you will want to apply for the EdChoice Traditional Scholarship, which gives the full $6,166 
amount.

● If you live in an eligible public school district and make 450% under the Federal Poverty Level, 
you can apply for either scholarship because your income designates you will receive the full 
amount.  

● If you do NOT live in an eligible public school district you will apply for the EdChoice Expansion 
Scholarship.

EdChoice Expansion Scholarship FAQs

https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list
https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/nonpublic-data-current-ed-choice-designated-list


EdChoice Expansion Scholarship FAQs
How does ODE determine Income Level eligibility?
Based on the number of people in your household and reported gross annual income.

What if my income changes?
You only have to submit your income verification one time for the EdChoice Expansion Scholarship. If 
your income increases, you are grandfathered in at your initial rate. If your income decreases, you are 
welcome to submit new income verification to receive a larger scholarship. 

What if I move?
EdChoice Expansion Scholarships are valid anywhere in Ohio.

Will I owe the balance of tuition?
Only families at or below 200% of the Federal Poverty Level do not owe the tuition balance. 

EdChoice Expansion Scholarship FAQs Cont.

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/EdChoice-Expansion/EdChoice-Expansion-Resources/2025-2026-Income-Eligibility-Requirements-for-EdChoice-Expansion.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US


FACTS Tuition Assistance

Spring Garden Waldorf School



Important Dates & Details - FACTS 

Scholarship Amount - Varied Based on Income
Availability - Kindergarten through 8 + Preschool families w/ K-8 siblings
Deadline - May 1st for SGWS School Start

Important Information: 
● You must be accepted by Spring Garden to apply for FACTS aid. 
● FACTS aid can only be applied to tuition dollars.
● Families are responsible for the remaining balance of tuition after FACTS 

aid is applied.
● Families can apply for EdChoice and FACTS.



FACTS 
Prerequisites & 
Rules

Before Applying:
You must be accepted by Spring Garden.

During Application Process:
Tax Returns and Pay Stubs Required

The Tuition Assistance Committee will review the 
FACTS recommendation to make decisions for aid.

Each parent or household guardian is expected to 
contribute income if there are no preschool children 
at home. 

After Acceptance:
FACTS financial aid can only be applied to tuition 
dollars.

Families are responsible for the remaining balance of 
tuition after FACTS aid is applied.

All Tuition Responsible 
Guardians, whether family or 
court designated, must file and 
report income to FACTS.

There can be No Outstanding 
Tuition owed to SGWS to Apply 
for FACTS.

Annual Application is Required



FACTS Financial Aid Application Process

● Meet with our Finance Director, Julie Marchetta.
● Apply with our third party financial aid service FACTS by providing:

○ Full tax returns of all legal guardians from previous year
○ Transcripts of last 2 years of tax returns of all legal guardians
○ All W-2s and/or 1099s
○ Copies of two most recent pay stubs
○ Application Fee

● FACTS makes financial aid recommendation and the Tuition Assistance 
Committee reviews FACTS recommendation.

● Tuition Assistance Committee designates financial aid awarded and Julie 
Marchetta will inform families of aid amount.

● Letter of appeals are accepted.



FACTS Tuition Assistance FAQs

Should I apply for FACTS or EDChoice?
We recommend that all families start their tuition assistance journey by filling out an EdChoice 
application. However, it is not required and you are welcome to only apply for FACTS.  

If I receive an EdChoice scholarship does that mean I won’t get financial aid from FACTS?
Many families apply for FACTS after receiving an EDChoice Scholarship if they are responsible for the 
balance of tuition and it is beyond their means to pay. 

What if my income changes from year to year?
You must re-apply to FACTS each year to receive assistance. Assistance is granted based only on 
income and income changes may change aid given.

How is my financial aid assistance through FACTS determined?
FACTS is a third party system that recommends aid based on income level, other aid and scholarship 
given, household members and SGWS tuition owed. Final determination of aid is a decision made by 
our Tuition Assistance Committee, which is a subcommittee of the Finance Committee here at SGWS.



Questions and Answers

If we don’t know the answer tonight, we will 
find out and let you know!


